LaFramboise Construction Inc.
| 204 16™ St. N.W.
Watertown, South Dakota 57201

June 18, 2004

To: south Dakota One Call

I received your letter on June 18, 2004 and after reviewing the
allegation my response is this.

Bert Magstad is a proverbial liar. I did not tell him I hopped out of my
machine and inspected damage and didn’t smell gas.

As you can see by the photos there are a lot of tree roots present. I
was working within inches of Fiber Optic 900 pair telephone, 600 pair
telephone and either a 100 or 200 pair telephone. As we worked we
notified the proper people and worked with caution. As I was blading I
encountered what I thought was tree roots and being that close to cables
I backed away, moved over and proceeded with caution. The next
morning we took the bobcat and tried to remove the tree stumps in the
area and found the injured gas line. As I approached my pickup to call
the utilities the locator arrived and I showed him the gas line and if you
will call 882-6233 and ask the people at the desk they will tell you 1 have
reported every scrape we found on the gas line, every broken road box,
or water valve box, and every electric line we encountered. I fine
Magstad remarks very degrading and if he would shut his mouth long
enough I could have explained this to him. As far as the locates, I asked
for locates and in a 4 block area they freshened up from 15T 103" n
nothing from Maple to 15" where we were working. The area in
question has several young children and the flags last about (at best) one
day. All of our grade stakes were removed and the locator showed us
one line in particular towards the east end of 4™ by Maple which ran at
an angle. This area was marked and pot holed for exposure, and we
worked around it with no problems. There were also 3 or 4 other areas
where the gas service lines were in our grade that we worked around.
When we bid this job it was our belief that all utilities would be lowered
or moved. We have 5 blocks to go and I hope it goes well. All of the



utility people we have worked with have been very cooperative and I
was under the impression that things were going relatively smooth.

Tom LaFramboise

LaFramboise Construction Inc.
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DID EXCAVATOR USE REASONARLE CARE TO MAINTATN LOCATE MARKS FOR LIFE, OF PROJECT?
ves [ N6 B |

HAVE YOU DISCUSSED THE PREVIOLUS SI%TE\EZ\"E WITH THE OTHER PARTY? YES ] NG

1S THERE AGREEMENT? YES K] NO[] IF \r@ PLEASE EXPLAIN: _

PO,

V. DAMAGE (IF RY)}

FATALITIES: Natural Gas Service line Mﬂwsm LENGTH OF HOSPITALIZATION: n/a

ENTIMATED PROFERTY DAMAGE (8): 500,00 NUMBER OF CUSTOMERS ATFRCT Rk i
DAMAGED In: PUBLIC [ PRIVATE [ | (RIGHT-OF WAY)

PHOTOS OF THE DAMAUED FACILITY? YESE] No [

ADDITIONAL INFOBRMATION: Narmral eas line was damaped the svening of 5/26/04. Coniractor didn't dunk, 4{\;;1 he
damayred pipe that bad, Pictures show that gas hime was kinked end the foree ever bowed the prpe 3 dovmst :
(3as line was leakong at a dresser coupling 20 from bouse for 12 hours or 50, Fortuantely, gas did not acoim

up house.

Vi. PROBABLE VIDLATION

SPECIFIC STATUE(S) OR RULE(S) THAT 'WA‘S VIOLATED: 49-7A-12 Notification of Damage to Underground

>

Facility - Crvil Penalty

ADDRESS/LOCATION OF PROBABLE VIOLATION: 324 § Broadway, Watertown, 3D 37201
DATE/TIME OF PROBABLE VIOLATION: estinate: 7:00 pro on $/26/94

HAVE YOU DISCUSSED THIS PROBABLE ViﬁLq TION WITH THE PARTY THE ACTION IS ¥H RO
AGAINST: YES [ wo ]

IF YES, NAME OF THE PARTY WIT H WHOM YOU DISCUSSED THE PROBABLE VIQLATION: Tom

LaFramboise. owner of LaFramboize Cemtmcnon

DESCRIPTION OF FPROBABLE VIOLATION: LaFrambonse Constiuction was excavaiie for o sreet project and bl 2
acnbioise suid be hopped out of Tis eguipinen: glie r b hit the ling an wd il g

=11 the ling was hit. the fores lossened a dresser coupihng downsires

1 ol the areq thal

was hit. This leak was within 20" of 324 S, Broadwav, On the following moming, 5/27/04, at around §

Watertown Municpal Utility's locators slopped by the project io check up on all of the conmactors working this street project

and 1o touch up locatuy iwarks. He went to talk to Tom LaFranuboise aboul his work ares 1o

ruarked whers he was workioe, Tom then told owr emplovee aboul the damaged hine, wisch 1

gas grew gnd staried mvestizating the demaged line. Fortuantly the dresser coupling did e come loose very nuch. b

wis Jeaking from e Lo s

1d the zas could of accumulated it this situation happered over the weckend, po

house to blow up. The issue Ihaveis he kmowinglv damaged a gas line and faded w noufy the operator, or all

Call, in accordance 10 49-7A-12 uniil the followme morning eln fact, 1 one of o emplovers didnlt stop by ihe gob sile

deubt he would of catled 1 im,




